Many children thus excluded remained out of school for days; they received no corrective treatment at home, hence when they returned they were often in a worse condition than when they left; their exclusion seriously handicapped the regular work of the classroom, for these pupils frequently stood in greatest need of the classroom processes, and they had to be excluded in large numbers owing to the enormous prevalence of some form or other of communicable disease. In a number of the congested foreign districts of the city, conditions were such that not only would exclusion result in a breakdown of the system from the point of view of school attendance, but a large percentage of children were forced to labor under the handicap of needless suffering, owing to the ignorance, indifference, or poverty of the parents.
To checkmate the evils due to those conditions and to demonstrate to the Board of Education the importance of a system of medical inspection that should embrace examination for physical defects, certain The inspection work has been rendered practically effective, however, largely through the "follow up" work and the diversified ministration of the school nurse.
She makes a record of the examination, and sends a copy to the child's parents. She 
